
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Quarter 2017 Louisiana Timber Market Report1 
By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 

 

Louisiana Stumpage Prices  

  

4th  Quarter 2017  

  

Change from prior Quarter  

  

Product Class  

  

Price Per Ton  

  

% Change  

  

Pine Sawtimber  

  

23.00 

 

-7.2 

  

Pine Chip-N-Saw  

  

18.00  

 

-6.9 

  

Pine Pulpwood  

  

10.00 

  

-2.1  

  

Oak Sawtimber  

  

43.00  

  

+3.6 

  

Mixed Hardwood 

Sawtimber 

  

32.00 

  

+12 

  

Hardwood Pulpwood  

  

9.00  

  

-3.1 

Price Conversions:  

Pine Sawtimber/ MBF= Tons * 8   Hardwood Sawtimber/ MBF = Tons * 9.5   

CNS and Pine Pulpwood Cords = Tons * 2.7  Hardwood Pulpwood = Tons * 2.85 
 
 

                                                           
1
 The following document is intended for use by owners of forested land in Louisiana. The source of these prices is proprietary in 

nature and are therefore rounded per agreements to disseminate to the public.  Percentages are included to show if prices are 
up/down/flat.   The prices I report are also state averages and the LDAF numbers are by specific regions. I recommend using 
both to aid in decisions about purchases, sales, and determining harvesting schedules. As always communicate with a consultant 
forester on prices before executing contracted agreements with wood buyers. 
 

Bossier Parish Office 
Post Office Box 370 

Benton, LA  71006-0370 
 

Courthouse, 4
th

 Floor 
204 Burt Boulevard 

(318) 965-2326 
Fax:  (318) 965-3712 

Timber Tales 
No. 163     News and Ideas for Forest Landowners from Ricky Kilpatrick, Area Forestry Agent           1st Quarter 2018 



2 
 

Breakthrough in Research Could Mean Tests, Vaccine for Dangerous Diseases  

Johnny Morgan  |  12/11/2017 7:53:20 PM 
 
(12/11/17) BATON ROUGE, La. — A major door has been opened to researchers involved in work on 
chronic wasting disease, mad cow disease and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.  LSU AgCenter animal scientist 
Frank Bastian has developed a way to grow the bacteria that cause these diseases, and make it possible to 
develop tests and vaccines for them. 

Chronic wasting disease in deer has been in the news the past 30 or so years. It has been found in 21 U.S. 
states and two Canadian provinces.  Chronic wasting disease is a terminal disease found in elk, mule deer, 
and white-tailed deer, red deer, moose, and other animals in the cervid family.  

The fatal form of the disease is known as mad cow disease in cattle. 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease is the human form of these two diseases and is found, but often undiagnosed, in 
15 percent of Alzheimer’s patients. 

Bastian, who is a neuropathologist, has spent his career working on these diseases. He is excited to know 
that his work is finally paying off in the form of a procedure that will allow him and others to grow the 
bacteria and therefore begin working on tests and possible vaccines. 

“This is really exciting news because this allows me to work on the bacteria, while other laboratories with 
access to chronic wasting disease-affected deer tissues can conduct research also,” he said. “We need 
more laboratories involved with this approach.” 

For years, Bastian had been unsuccessful in growing the bacteria in the lab, but his recent breakthrough 
has microbiologists from the University of Alabama at Birmingham interested in joining in the research.  

This research will be especially important for hunters because they currently have no way to know whether 
their kill is infected with chronic wasting disease. For the first 10 months of infection, or incubation period, 
animals appear normal, then abruptly develop the clinical signs of chronic wasting disease and die in a few 
weeks. 

“I would like to give hunters a test kit that they can carry in the woods so they can test their kill for presence 
of the bacteria while they are in the field,” Bastian said. “Hunters need to know whether their kill is infected 
before they consume the meat.” 

Most people infected with Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease are between 40 and 80 years old, and 90 percent of 
those infected die within a year, most within a few weeks, Bastian said.  

“We should be worried about these diseases because there is a potential infection reservoir in chronic 
wasting disease-infected deer populations,” he said. 

Before this discovery, the bacteria in the laboratory would only grow for about 10 hours, then die. So 
Bastian changed the medium, and that made the difference. Now he is able to grow 100 percent of the 
specimens. 

“The problem that hunters face in eating potentially infected meat is that heat does not kill this bacteria,” he 
said. “Eighty-five degrees centigrade does not affect it, and the bacteria survive up to boiling (100 degrees 
centigrade). This is significant because E. coli is dead at 80.” It is recommended that meat reaches an 
internal temperature of 70 degrees centigrade or 140 degrees Farenheit. 

The ability to grow the organism makes it possible to generate data that can answer many of the questions 
scientists have about these diseases.  At present there is no cure or treatment for these diseases, but this 
breakthrough will allow researchers to begin the process of discovering possible treatments and cures.  

“Tetracycline has been used as a treatment for the infection, but it has proven to only slow the activity of the 
bacteria,” Bastian said. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/jmorgan
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Bastian believes he is now within a year or two of being able to produce a test that hunters can use to 
determine whether their kill is infected with chronic wasting disease. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Louisiana Governor and Ag Commissioner Visit Farmers and Forest Landowners Across the 
State 
 
Governor John Bel Edwards and Agriculture and Forestry Commissioner Mike Strain toured the state in late 2017 to 
listen to concerns of farmers, forest landowners and others in the agricultural community.  The northwest Louisiana 
stop was at Marty Wooldridge’s cattle farm in Oil City on the morning of November 14.    Around 9:00 a.m., the 
Governor and Commissioner arrived in a helicopter and landed in the pasture near the Wooldridge’s home.   We met 
in the nearby equipment barn.   There were about 60-80 people in attendance (farmers, landowners and ag business 
folks).  The Governor is well aware of the plight of the LSU AgCenter and the Department of Agriculture and Forestry 
budgets.   In discussing the AgCenter, he mentioned that the AgCenter falls under higher education.   Higher 
education has received beginning and mid-year cuts several of the last few years.   Universities typically raise tuition 
to help cover these cuts, but the AgCenter doesn’t receive funding from tuition.   Governor Edwards said the 
AgCenter is working with $20 million less than 10 years ago.   He opened the floor for questions.   Questions and 
discussions raised centered around these topics: 
 

1. Governor’s support for not undedicating funds that come from specific fees, such as checkoffs, boll weevil 
eradication, etc. 

2. Feral hogs….lots of discussion on this.   

 
 
CWD Distribution Map 
Credit ct.gov 
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3. Forest Productivity Program – Someone mentioned a problem with the logistics of the program.  The timing 
of when applications are approved and actual work can begin doesn’t fit well with the time of year that site 
preparation spraying can and should be done.   The Governor and Commissioner are aware of how valuable 
FPP is for our landowners. 

4. Ag Credit –The Governor discussed how it is harder for community and smaller banks to do this. 
5. Tax Credits were brought up and the Governor said the legislature is looking very hard at tax credits as they 

continue to deal with the budget.   He did say that for the first time in many years, revenues are coming in as 
projected. 

6. Equipment taxes – A local farmer and a feed store owner said that Louisiana businesses are at an extreme 
disadvantage because farmers can go to Texas and Arkansas and get tax breaks and that it is a fairly simple 
process to get the card to do so.  The Governor discussed Jim Fannin’s bill for sales tax exemption for 
farmers.   There was a discussion about the problem of home gardeners taking advantage of this, when it is 
supposed to be for commercial farmers.   Our host, Marty Wooldridge, did mention that he felt the 
exemption should include 4-H project animals. 

7. Federal cap on the livestock indemnity program of $20 million – This isn’t nearly enough money for all the 
disasters throughout the country.   The Governor talked about how he and Commissioner lobby for business 
funds, because if the word farmer is mentioned in Washington, they automatically say that is covered under 
USDA funds. 

8. Rural bridge conditions – The Governor said he knew this wouldn’t be popular, but that gas taxes haven’t 
changed for many years. 

9. Need for a grain elevator on the Red River – a local farmer mentioned that freight costs were really hard on 
the corn and soybean farmers in the Red River Valley and that a grain elevator and/or a bean crushing facility 
would make a huge impact for them. 

10. There was a little discussion about natural gas activity being up a little in northwest Louisiana. 
 
After the meeting and before he left, the Governor came up to me to reiterate the importance of LSU AgCenter 
research and extension.   He talked about growing up on a dairy and discussed the Southeast Research Station 
specifically and realizes how much less the AgCenter is working with today.  After the session, the two loaded up on 
the helicopter to head for Bastrop for the northeast Louisiana meeting.  According to Governor Edwards, this was the 
first time the Louisiana Governor and Ag Commissioner have toured the state together, since Earl Long was governor 
and Huey Wilson was Ag Commissioner. 
 

Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification Meetings 
 
Following is a list of upcoming recertification meetings for those in need of renewing their cards.   Check 
the date on the back of your card.  If it expires March 31, 2018, you’ll need to attend a recertification 
meeting.   If your card expires, you’ll need to contact the Louisiana Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry to take 
the test at their office. 
 

Location:  DeSoto Extension Office   . Location:  Webster Parish Extension Office 
     10117 Hwy. 171; Grand Cane, La          1202 Homer Rd; Minden, LA 

Date:  Thursday, February 15, 2018    Date:   TBA 
Time: 6:00 p.m.       Time:   
Contact: Chuck Griffin @ 872-0533    Contact:  Lee Faulk @ 927-3110  
 
Location:  Ware Youth Center     Location:  Claiborne Parish Ext. Office  
      3565 Hwy 71, Coushatta, LA          507 West Main Street; Homer, LA 
Date:  Thursday, February 22, 2018    Date:   TBA 
Time:  6:00 p.m.      Time:   
Contact: Chuck Griffin @ 872-0533    Contact:  Lee Faulk @ 927-3110 
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Location:  Sabine Extension Office    Location:  Valley Farmers Co-op    
     1125 W. Mississippi Ave., Many, La.                       250 Rapides Dr., Natchitoches, LA 

Date:   TBA       Date:  Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
Time:          Time:  5:30 P.M. 
Contact: Chris Pearce @ 256-3406    Contract:  Randall Mallette @ 357-2224 
 
Location:  Caddo Extension Office    Location:  Winn Parish Extension Office 

     2408 East 70th Street, Shreveport, LA          Winn Parish Courthouse 
Date:  TBA       Date:  Thursday, March 15, 2018 
Time:          Time:  9:30 a.m. 
Contact: John Terrell @ 226-6805    Contact:  Donny Moon @ 628-4528 
 
Location: Bossier Parish Courthouse Annex Building                       Location: Charles Garrett Community Center 
                  200 Burt Blvd., Benton, LA  (Rear of building)                                    182 Industrial Dr.,  Jonesboro, LA 
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2018    Date:  TBA 
Time: 5:30 p.m.       Time:   
Contact:  Ricky Kilpatrick @ 965-2326    Contact:  Robert Austin @ 259-5690 
 
Location:  Lincoln Parish Extension Office   Location:  Bienville Parish Extension, Office, 

     Ruston, LA                          2710 Maple St., Arcadia, LA  
Date:  February 26, 2018     Date:  February 19, 2018   
Time:  5:00 p.m.      Time:  5:00 p.m. 
Contact:  Gary Stockton @ 251-5134    Contact:  Gary Stockton @ 251-5134 
 
You will need to have 2 checks.  One check will be made for $15 to the LSU AgCenter which has to be collected 
before the meeting.  The other check will be made for $25 and will be paid to LDAF.  NO CASH, PLEASE!! 
 

The Pond Scum “Blues” 

If you have a pond, but can’t fish off the bank because of the slimy stuff growing around the shoreline, you may be 
singing the pond scum “blues”.    Well there is hope!!    According to aquaculture specialist, Greg Lutz, you can handle 
this problem.  According to Dr. Lutz, the floating scum problem is usually filamentous algae.  If you think you have 
this, Google some pictures of filamentous algae and compare.  This algae generally prefers cooler temperatures, and 
the problem usually begins during the winter months when abrupt temperature changes cause ponds to turn clear.  
This lets the sunlight reach the pond bottom, where the filamentous algae starts growing in mats.  As water 
temperatures warm during the spring, the filamentous algae becomes stressed and sloughs off, floating to the 
surface.  In mild cases, it’s just unsightly.  In moderate cases, it can interfere with fishing, and in severe cases it can 
cover enough of the pond surface to cause oxygen problems.  As the floating algae is exposed to direct sunlight, it 
usually breaks down over several weeks, but sometimes the problem can go on for much longer periods. 
 
Dr. Lutz provides the following tips for controlling filamentous algae.  The most practical way to deal with 
filamentous algae is to kill it (or hasten its death) with copper sulfate crystals.  However, if water hardness and 
alkalinity are low, the copper can be toxic to fish.    But with his experience of working with this problem over many 
years, Dr. Lutz has come up with this safe recommendation that works most of the time. 
 
A good “rule of thumb” for applying copper sulfate crystals is to limit yourself to five pounds of crystals per SURFACE 
acre, followed about eight days later by another treatment.  Broadcast (sprinkle) the crystals over the most 
problematic areas – but once you have used five pounds per acre, stop!  Wait eight days and make another 
treatment in an area you weren’t able to get to the first time.  This can be repeated until the problem is under 
control.  So, a three acre pond would get 15 pounds of crystals per treatment, and a ½ acre pond would get 2.5 
pound per treatment.  Depth is not a consideration.  There is always a chance that oxygen problems can occur when 
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killing vegetation, but when people stick with the five pounds per acre limit, there should not be a problem.  Once 
the filamentous algae is knocked back, a bloom usually gets established naturally, or a fertilization program can 
begin.   Check out this website for fertilization information: 
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/recreational_ponds/Water_Quality_Fertilization_Prod
uctivity/.  
 
A good website to help you identify your aquatic weeds is Texas A & M’s Aquaplant website at: 
http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/. 

 

Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 

***2017 Tax Tips for Forest Landowners, as well as other pertinent tax information is now available at this website:  
https://timbertax.org/ 
 
***Here’s a wood moisture tip…when working with wood, the moisture content needs to be at or below 7% for 
indoor use and 16% for outdoor use.  To check this, a wood moisture meter can be purchased, ranging from about 
$50 to over $1000. 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  

              
      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33RD ANNUAL ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 

A STATE PARTNER IN THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM.  LOUISIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND 
EMPLOYMENT.  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND A. & M. COLLEGE. LOUISIANA PARISH GOVERNING BODIES, SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY, AND UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING. 

     For additional information, call Area Code 318 and . . . 
     BIENVILLE      263-7400            BOSSIER           965-2326  CADDO   226-6805 
     CLAIBORNE      927-3110            DESOTO           872-0533  NATCHITOCHES  357-2224 
     RED RIVER      932-4342            SABINE           256-3406   WEBSTER  371-1317 

 
This material is based upon work that is supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, through the Renewable Resources Extension Act, a McIntire-Stennis project.  Any opinions, findings, conclusions, 
or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S.   
Department of Agriculture. 
 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/recreational_ponds/Water_Quality_Fertilization_Productivity/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/aquaculture/recreational_ponds/Water_Quality_Fertilization_Productivity/
http://aquaplant.tamu.edu/
https://timbertax.org/
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33RD ANNUAL ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 

THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018 
8:30 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 

  
  

CLARION SHREVEPORT AIRPORT 
5555 FINANCIAL PLAZA 

SHREVEPORT, LA 
  
   
The program is currently being planned and speakers are being contacted.  Planned topics include: 
  

 Current Health and Effects of the Great Recession on the Logging Sector in the U.S. South 

 Working Lands for Wildlife 

 Enhancement Planting as a Hardwood Management Tool 

 Feral Hogs 

 Legislative and other Forestry-related Issues 

 Forestry Support from the Louisiana Forestry Assn. and Farm Bureau 
  
Door prizes will be given by several exhibitors. 
  
Come and enjoy an excellent forestry meeting, great lunch and the fellowship of others interested in 
forestry.  If you pre-register by February 26th, the fee is $25.  After that date or at the door, registration will 
be $30.  Your fee includes lunch and a copy of program proceedings. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 
MARCH 1, 2018 

  
Name ______________________________________________ Phone __________________________ 
  
Company/Organization_________________________________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________________________ State __________ Zip Code _______________ 
   
This form may be duplicated.  If more than one person shall be registered, please include names 
and addresses of the additional people. 
 
  
 ______ Number of people registered @ $25 per person ($30 after February 26th) 
  
 ______ Amount enclosed 
  
   
 
Make check payable and mail to: ARK-LA-TEX FORESTRY FORUM 
     P O Box 370 
     Benton, LA  71006-0370 
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               Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, Dr. William B. Richardson, Chancellor, Louisiana 

   Cooperative Extension Service, Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of  
Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of  
Agriculture.  The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service provides equal opportunities in  
programs and employment. 
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